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SUB J : TURBAY LEADS IN PRELIMINARY RESULTS 

1 . PARTIAL RETURNS, ABOUT THRITY PERCENT OF BALLOTS CAST, INDICATE 
THAT CONGRESSIONAL LISTS SUPPORTING IULIO CESAR TURBAY WERE 
LEADING THOSE OF CARLOS LLERAS BY A COMFORTABLE MARGIN, ABOUT 
200,000 VOTES, IN THE ELECTION ON FEBRUARY 26. ABSTENTIONISM 
APPEARED TO BE VERY HIGH, PROBABLY OVER SIXTY PERCENT. TURBAY 
CALIMED VICTORY AT 1 1:30 P.M. ON ELECTION NIGHT WHILE LI .ERAS' 
CAMPAIGN MANAGER, AUGUSTO ESPINOSA, CLAIMED THAT CERTAIN RADIO 
STATIONS HAD SELECTIVELY REPORTED RESULTS FAVORABLE TO TURBAY 
AND COUNSELED WAITING FOR MORE RETURNS. 

2. THE LEADING LIBERAL BOGOTA DAILIES, EL TIEMPO AND EL 
ESPECTADOR OF FEBRUARY 27, BOTH OF WHICH SUPPORTED LLERAS, 

RAN TOUGH EDITORIALS ON THE ELECTION, WRITTEN WHEN ONLY THE MOST 
FRAGMENTARY RETURNS WERE KNOWN, PROBABLY ANTICIPATING A VERY 
NARROW TURBAY VICTORY. EL TIEMPO REMINDED ITS READERS THAT A 
LIBERAL PARTY NATIONAL CONVENTION, ACCORDING TO THE SAN CARLOS 
AGREEMENT, WAS TO CONFIRM THE RESULTS OF THE FEBRUARY 26 ELECTION 
IN PROCLAIMING THE PARTY'S PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE, BASED ON THE 
OFFICIAL VOTE COUNT. EL TIEMPO WOULD NOT ALLOW ITSELF TO BE 
STAMPEDED BY INTERESTED PRESS REPORTS. THE EDITORIALIST WENT ON, 
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HOWEVER, THAT IF THE RETURNS INDICATED THAT ONE OF THE CANDIDATES 
HAS CLEAR MARGIN OF VICTORY, IT WOULD REVIEW THIS POSITION. 

EL ESPECTADOR'S EDITORIAL, TITLED "WHAT HAPPENED YESTERDAY?", 
ALLUDED TO A VERY HIGH ABSTENTION RATE, CRITICIZED THE 
GOVERNMENT FOR LATE AND INEFFECTIVE ACTION AGAINST ELECTION 
FRAUD, AND CLOSED BY STATING THAT "NO ONE LEAST OF ALL THE 
GOVERNMENT, CAN FEEL SATISFIED BY YESTERDAY'S RESULTS. BUT 
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ESPECIALLY THE GOVERNMENT AND ITS OLYMPIAN PRESIDENT, WHO IS 
THE BIG LOSER, ALTHOUGH HIS CANDIDATE MAY HAVE WON." 
DREXLER 
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